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Context and Development

Aim
@ To have more certification schemes available for the industry and to have a fisheries management standard that is
better suited to European stocks.

Options
. L. . . e Certified
* Exploring existing certification standards: | _ ﬁﬁgfrglggional
r Iceland Responsible Fisheries Foundation

* Responsible Fisheries Management (Certified Seafood Standard - CSl)

* Developing anew one

Requirements
* Acertification standard based on FAO guidelines, focused on fisheries management and driven by scientific advice.
* The certification is conducted by an accredited ISO/IEC 17065 certification body.

* Acertification program own by the industry but run by an independent Foundation.

@ Presentation to FIF — September 17, 2025



Content of the Programme

RPF Programme:
* Responsible Pelagic Fisheries Management Standard
* Responsible Pelagic Fisheries Chain of Custody Standard

Applies to:

* Pelagic fisheries, either for direct human consumption or
for industrial purposes

*  Whole fish and legal, registered by-catch

* Pelagic by-products processed in food and feed
processing establishments

In the Standards, the following verbal forms are used*:
* “Shall” indicates a requirement

*  “Should”indicates a recommendation

*  “May”indicates a permission

 “Can”indicates a possibility or a capability

5-years certificate with annual surveillance

@ Presentation to FIF — September 17, 2025

RPF Management Standard:

1.

Fisheries Management

Fisheries operate under a management plan framework,
based on scientific advice and decision process to define
fishing opportunities (sustainable exploitation principles).
A precautionary approach must be applied to avoid
overfishing, with reference points for stock health and
fishing limits.

Ecosystem-based management applied, ensuring that
fisheries minimise their impact on marine ecosystems
and non-target species.

Banning of discards.

Compliance & Monitoring

Monitoring, control, and surveillance measures must be
in place to ensure compliance with catch quotas and
fishing regulations.
All landings must be documented.

No IUU and full traceability from catch to delivery to the
market



Requirements on SSB and fishing opportunities

Stock biomass

1.3.4 The Stock under Consideration shall be above the associated limit reference point (or its proxy)*. However, if the
Stock under Consideration is below B, but the competent scientific institution issues a catch advice correspondingto a
fishing mortality that would bring the stock above B, . by the end of the projection year with a 50% probability, then this
cause is considered to be met.

*FAO Eco (2009), 30.1

lim

1.3.8.4 Should the estimated stock size approach B, (or its proxy), appropriate scientific advice shall be obtained to
identify measures to be implemented with the objective of maintaining the stock size with high probability to levels above

Responsible Pelagic Fisheries

B, (or its proxy) within a reasonable time frame. Management Standarg

Requirements for Certification for Responsible Pelagic

Agreement and concordance TAC / quotas

1.6.3 Decisions on fishing opportunities shall be made by the competent fisheries management authority, taking into
account the entire distribution range of the Stock under Consideration. For shared stocks, the setting of the Total Allowable
Catch (TAC) shall consider international agreements and scientific advice. In the absence of an agreement on stock sharing,
the national competent authority shall define its national quota.

2.2.1 Concordance between the quota and the actual total catch of the Stock under Consideration shall be ensured
through control, enforcement, documentation, correction and verification.

2.2.2 For shared stocks, compliance shall be ensured with the national quota defined in 1.6.3.

@ Presentation to FIF — September 17, 2025



Next Steps

\4

RFF Foundation and RPF Programme

Establishment meeting on 25 September
Registration of the Foundation end Nowember

(o]
Election of the Board and the Technical Committee

Approval of the Draft RPFM Standard

Launch of the RPFM Standard

(\é

Application to GSSI-benchmark

—-X

@ Presentation to FIF — September 17, 2025

Certification

Application in 2026 (priorities):

NEA pelagic stocks (end of the FIPs)

Baltic pelagic stocks




Governance

The Responsible Fisheries Foundation will be established
under the Danish law as a “foundation operated
commercially”.

090
N
* The Board is responsible for the professional
management and smooth operation of the organisation.

The Board allocates the necessary resources to the
Board organisation to ensure that the operations are properly
monitored and that its projects are effectively executed.

O l’i\q}i\fi\ * The Technical Committee oversees and directs the
(o)

technical aspects of the certification programs.
o Specifically, it is responsible for developing and reviewing

o O O
q}\n@n@ the RPF Certification Standards and providing guidance.

« The Program manager is responsible for the day-to-day

operations of the organisation and of the RPF Program
Program Technical and its trademarks, communication with Certification
Manager Committee Bodies and stakeholders. The Program manager assists
the Board and the Technical committee.

@ Presentation to FIF — September 17, 2025



Funds to establish the Foundation

To cover the first year of operation, the founders are
requested to pay €40,000 per flag state, to account for
the catching and processing sectors.

Staff 170.000
Travel 40.000
Office 20.000
Professional Services 50.000
Accounting & Legal 15.000
IT 25.000
RPFF meetings + events 50.000
Communication & Marketing 10.000
Insurance 10.000
Total Internal operation expenses 400.000

Presentation of the Responsible Pelagic Fisheries Program — November 2025
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Revision of EU control regulation on the way
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Vejekontrol  Vejestationer > Support

i z...Skagen-Kaj4 - Last 72 Hours
=il o Reyision of the control
™ regulation in 2026.

1250504 LK 394 ZEPHYR 2025-04-01

1250503 HG 265 Asbjgrn 2025-04-02]

1250501 GG 218 VASTFIORD 2025-03-31| @ BycatCh ContrOl.
* Margin of tolerance +/-
10% of total catch

» Weighing and bycatch
control by independent,
3rd party or authority.

T

‘ W - Listed harbours

1

* CCTV online connection to
authorities.
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North Atlantic and Baltic catches for Herring.
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Fangster af Atlantosild, Nordsgsild og @stersgsild, 1991-2024 og forelgbige data i 2025-26
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Tons

North Atlantic and Baltic catches for Fishmeal and Fishoil production.
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Reduction 41% in
the Bluewhiting
which is
important spice
for feed
production.

Positive news on
central Baltic,
herring +15% and
sprats +45%

Northsea sprats
end of April for
2026-2027

Sandeel end for
February 2026
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The Nordic Seals project & marine mammals in the N-Atlantic

Partners:

N rd. s I
a £ ute - Memorial University of Newfoundland
ada) urope), FF Skagen (Denmark), Scandic Pelagic

Jonas R. Vidarsson - director of the research department at Matis
Johannes Palsson — CEO of FF Skagen



The Nordic Seal Project

Nordic Seals: Seal populations in the
North-Atlantic, Artic Ocean and
adjacent waters

An AG-FISK networking project with the
objectives to gather, analyse and disseminate
information on the populations of seals in the
North-Atlantic, Arctic, and adjacent waters, and
their environmental, social, and economic
impacts.
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Populations of seals are growing

The US banned imports of seal products,
as well as products from other marine
mammals in 1972,

The European Economic community
banned import of sealskin in 1983

The EU banned imports of seal products
in 2009

As results commercial sealing have
ceased, and most seal populations have
been growing.

There are now 14.5 million seals in the
Arctic, N-Atlantic and adjacent waters



Ice seals

Coastal seals

14.5 million seals
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Walrus: 30.000

Bearded seal; 700.000

Hooded seal; 600.000

Ringed seal; 5.000.000

Harp seal; 7.400.000

Harbour seal; 200.000

Grey seal; 650.000

There are however some
stocks that are
threatened or vulnerable

It are primarily the
coastal seals that are the
cause for fisher-seal
interactions




2-million-ton seal biomass
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Walrus; 36.000+t.

Bearded seal; 210.000+t.

Hooded seal 120.0001.

Ringed seal; 450.000t.

Harp seal; 962.0001t.

Harbour seal; 20.000t.

Grey seal; 195.000t.



36-million-ton biomass consumption™*

40.000.000
Walrus; 657.000 t.
35.000.000
Bearded seal; 3.832.500+1.
30.000.000 Hooded seal; 2.190.000 t.
Ringed seal; 8.212.500 1.
25.000.000
20.000.000
15.000.000
Harp seal; 17.556.5001.
10.000.000
5.000.000 Harbour seal; 365.0001.
Grey seal; 3.558.7501.
0

Consumption (ton/year)
*Calculated based on estimated number of seals, average weight of each seal
species and the assumption that seals eat 5% of their body weight every day



Total wild capture fisheries in the same
A il

NW-Atlantic catches 1.54 million ton* NE-Atlantic catches 8.31 million ton*

10.000.000

8.000.000

6.000.000 FAOQ 27;8.310.000

4.000.000

2.000.000

FAO 21;1.540.000

0 *FAO catch statistics for 2022



What is on the menu?

Estimated population size and biomass consumption of seals
in the Arctic, North Atlantic and adjacent waters

R

o Population . .
% . Biomass Consumption .
3 3 ~ Species (I:IO of (ton) (ton/year) Feeding
S animals)
‘ Grey Seals 650.000 195.000 3.558.750 Demersal and benthic fish

L Harbour Seals 200.000 20.000 365.000 Demersal and pelagic fish
Harp Seals 7.400.000 962.000 17.556.500 Krill, amphipods, invertebrates, demersal and pelagic fis
Ringed Seals 5.000.000 450.000 8.212.500 Demersal- and pelagic fish, crustaceans, cephalopods
Hooded Seal 600.000 120.000 2.190.000 Pelagic fish and squid
Bearded Seal 700.000 210.000 3.832.500 Demersal fish and invertebrates
Walrus 30.000 36.000 657.000 Bivalve molluscs, clams, and benthic invertel
Total 14.580.000 1.993.000 36.372.250

The diet of seals depends on the species and area:
* Some target mostly species of little to no commercial value, such as. krill, amphipods, bivalves
and benthic invertebrates
e Others target commercially important pelagic and demersal fish species




Seal populations effect on the seafood
industry

The role of seals in the ecosystem/food web needs further research

e Competition for commercial fish

» Seals compete for feed with commercial fish species

» Seals sometimes eat catches from stationary fishing gear (line, nets and traps)
» Seal can cause damage to fishing gear

* By-catches of seals can cause market restrictions
* e.g. MSC and US Marine Mammal Protection Act is

* Nematodes (ringworms)




Project outcomes & impact

A project webpage was launched to disseminate the project's progress
and results

A project workshop was held in April 2021

Presentation was given at European Fishmeal and Fish Oil Producers
(EFFOP) biannual conference held in Skagen in June 2022

Presentation was given at NAMMCO Conference & Showcase: Marine
g/(l)azrgmals — A Sustainable Food Resource in Faroe Islands in October

Presentation given to the board of Pelagic Fish Forum (PFF) in Spain in
April 2024

A report published on Seal populations in the North-Atlantic, Arctic
Ocean and adjacent waters in June 2024

Feedback provided to the European Commission's public
conskultation on the general ban on placing seal pro%iucts on the EU
market

Final reporting given to the Nordic Council’s of Ministers AG fish

Presentation given at Pelagic Fish Forum (PSS) in the Netherlands in
October 2024

Nordic Seals:

Seal populations in the North-Atlantic,
Arctic Ocean and adjacent waters

Report Matis nr. 17-24

June 2024
I55N 1670-7192
DOI nr. 10.5281/zenodo. 12545042



https://matis.is/en/matis_projects/nordic-seals/
https://matis.is/wp-content/uploads/Nordic-Seals-Workshop_29.4.2021.pdf
https://effop.org/news-events/effop-general-assembly-2022/
https://nammco.no/conference-and-showcase-programme/#programme
https://nammco.no/conference-and-showcase-programme/#programme
https://nammco.no/conference-and-showcase-programme/#programme
https://nammco.no/conference-and-showcase-programme/#programme
https://pelagicfishforum.no/
https://zenodo.org/records/12545042
https://zenodo.org/records/12545042
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14031-Trade-in-seal-products-fitness-check-of-EU-rules_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14031-Trade-in-seal-products-fitness-check-of-EU-rules_en
https://nordiskfiskerisamarbejde.dk/en/eksempelside-english/

What next?

We would like to have a look

at other marine mammals i.e.

cetaceans & whales in the N-
Atlantic.

How many are they, how
much biomass do they
consume, and impact on
fisheries.

TYPES OF
% R
\:._ Sperm Whale \ Sei Whale

v»v«@(

Fin Whale

North Atlantic Gray Whale Bryde's Whale
Humpbock Whale Right Whale

Antarctic Minke Strap-Toothed Sowerby's Beaked  Tropical Bottlenose  Omura's Whale
Whale Whale Whale Whale

Northern Bottlenose . Common Minke Beluga Whale
Whale Killer Whale \hiale

Pygmy Killer Narwhal Whale Risso's Dolphin Bottlenose Dolphin Amazon River

Whale z Dolphin




Cetaceans & whales in the N-Atlantic

* Avery rudimentary
assessment suggests that
there are 3.7 million
cetaceans and whales living
in the N-Atlantic and that
they consume 166 million

tones annually™.

* Using the widely used assumption that they consume 4% of body weight per day

Estimated population size and biomass consumption of seals in the
Arctic, North Atlantic and adjacent waters

. No. of Ave.rage Total biomass Blomas,?
Species . weight consumption
animals (ton)
(ton) (ton)

Fin Whale 80.000 60,0 4.800.000 70.080.000
Common Minke Whale 220.000 9,0 1.980.000 28.908.000
Humpback whale 35.000 30,0 1.050.000 15.330.000
Sperm Whale 30.000 30,0 900.000 13.140.000
Bowhead whale 8.000 80,0 640.000 9.344.000
Long-finned pilot whale 380.000 1,2 456.000 6.657.600
Blue Whale 3.000 100,0 300.000 4.380.000
Beluga 180.000 1,2 216.000 3.153.600
Northern Bottlenose Whale 25.000 8,0 200.000 2.920.000
Sei Whale 10.000 15,0 150.000 2.190.000
Narwhal 100.000 1,4 140.000 2.044.000
Common Bottlenose Dolphin 600.000 0,2 132.000 1.927.200
Common dolphin 640.000 0,2 128.000 1.868.800
Killer Whale 15.000 6,0 90.000 1.314.000
White-beaked dolphin 300.000 0,3 75.000 1.095.000
The Atlantic white-sided dolphin 200.000 0,2 40.000 584.000
Harbour Porpoise 700.000 0,1 35.000 511.000
Striped dolphin 200.000 0,2 30.000 438.000
North Atlantic right whale 370 50,0 18.500 270.100
Risso's dolphin 11.000 0,4 4.400 64.240

3.737.370 11.384.900 166.219.540



éyl‘:ﬁi:% e SCANDIC

Thank you skaceN > PELAGIC

DENMARK

- WE CREATE VALUE OF MARINE RESOURCES

FF Skagen A/S — Havnevagtvej 5 — 9990 Skagen — 98441100 — CVR-nr. 53686214



	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Responsible Fisheries Foundation
	Slide 3: Context and Development
	Slide 4: Content of the Programme
	Slide 5: Requirements on SSB and fishing opportunities
	Slide 6: Next Steps
	Slide 7: Governance
	Slide 8: Funds to establish the Foundation
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: The Nordic Seals project & marine mammals in the N-Atlantic          Jonas R. Viðarsson - director of the research department at Matís Jóhannes Pálsson – CEO of FF Skagen
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Populations of seals are growing
	Slide 15: 14.5 million seals
	Slide 16: 2-million-ton seal biomass
	Slide 17: 36-million-ton biomass consumption*
	Slide 18: Total wild capture fisheries in the same area is 10 million ton
	Slide 19: What is on the menu?
	Slide 20: Seal populations effect on the seafood industry
	Slide 21: Project outcomes & impact
	Slide 22
	Slide 23: Cetaceans & whales in the N-Atlantic
	Slide 24

