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Who are UK Pet Food?
The leading trade association representing the UK 

pet food industry

• At current we have 105 member companies

• This accounts for over 90% of the UK pet food 

market.

• 10 Associate Members, including retailers, 

packaging, PR and R&D specialist, all there to 

assist our members
UK Pet Food members

90%

Non-members
10%
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(Communications & Animal Welfare)
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Aims & Objectives

• Promote commercial pet food products

• Promote responsible pet ownership

• Raise standards in the pet food industry

• Represent UK Pet Food member views

• Share knowledge & keep members well 
informed

• Stimulate the growth & reputation of the 
industry 



Guide to Safe Manufacture of Pet 
Food

 Labelling Guidelines 
(communications)

• FEDIAF Nutritional Guidelines
• Cats and Dogs
• Pet Rabbits
• In development for fish

• UK Pet Food Guidelines for Raw 
Pet Food (2017)



Resources for pet care professionals 
to engage with pet owners.









UK Pet Food – Market Data Scheme 2018-2023
UK Pet Food Trends

• The UK market is relatively static in Volume terms (currently 1,329 K Tonnes ex. Wild Bird food)

• The higher growth between 2021 and 2022 is likely due to the increase in pet ownership during 
the pandemic; between 2022 and 2023 inflation and the increased costs of living appear to have 
prompted some pet owners to feed (more) home made pet food, hence the slight decline in 
volume
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UK Pet Food Sales by Volume 2018-2023
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Source: UK Pet Food/Soulor Consulting Ltd. 2024

-0.1% +1.3%+1.3% +2.3% -1.2%



• Diverse and dynamic market. Growth in small specialist companies.
• Healthy growth in the raw food sector ongoing.
• Increased treating.
• Gradual shift in sales from grocery to non-grocery channels
• Population spiked during pandemic but showing signs of a return to 

normal.
• Cost of living is having an impact but premiumisation continues as an 

ongoing trend.
• Sustainability driving product innovation in all areas from packaging 

to ingredients.



• Fish oil uses
• Used as supplement (tablet) or added to dry food 

surface after extrusion 
• Evidence that EPA and DHA (Omega 3) in fish oil 

confer a range of health benefits to pets through 
various life stages. Also extends to assisting when 
pets have certain disease conditions. 

• Fish meal uses
• Common ingredient in dry pet food. 
• High level of protein with high protein digestibility
• Also high in fatty acids (Omega 3)



2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
% Animal by-products 33% 34% 30% 47% 26% 26%
     % Beef by-products - fresh 9% 2% 2% 2% 2% 3%
     % Beef by-products - rendered n/a 7% 14% 11% 1% 1%
     % Lamb by-products - fresh 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1%
     % Lamb by-products - rendered n/a 1% 4% 3% 1% 1%
     % Pork by-products - fresh 1% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0%
     % Pork by-products - rendered n/a 4% 3% 2% 0% 0%
     % Poultry by-products - fresh 22% 5% 4% 6% 4% 6%
     % Poultry by-products - rendered n/a 14% 18% 20% 7% 6%
     % Other by-products - fresh 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
     % Other by-products - rendered n/a 0% 0% 0% 9% 8%
% Fish (meal) by-products 2% 2% 3% 2% 1% 1%
% Fish (oil) by-products 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
% Fish (meat) by-products 0% 1% 1% 1% 0% 1%
%  Cereal-based products 46% 45% 42% 33% 42% 47%
% Seeds 7% 9% 8% 14% 13% 18%
% Insect Protein n/a 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
% Animal fats n/a n/a n/a n/a 4% 3%
%  Other 12% 13% 15% 3% 13% 4%

Ingredients 
in 

production

• Fish based proteins account for 1-3% of all ingredients by volume with Fish Meal being the most 
significant of the three types (Fish oils the least significant)

• Volumes of different ingredients types will vary year to year as the list of members who submit 
each year is not entirely consistent, although many members do submit each year

• Cereal-based products represent the largest ingredient type in the industry by volume in 2023

Fish Ingredients in Pet Food – 2018-2023



2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
% of Animal by-products bought in the UK 64% 59% 68% 66% 70% 42%
     % of Beef by-products bought in the UK - fresh 96% 83% 44% 52% 38% 54%
     % of Beef by-products bought in the UK - rendered n/a 100% 99% 95% 20% 84%
     % of Lamb by-products bought in the UK - fresh 84% 53% 28% 35% 62% 65%
     % of Lamb by-products bought in the UK - rendered n/a 73% 49% 58% 33% 26%
     % of Pork by-products bought in the UK - fresh 44% 100% 91% 18% 92% 13%
     % of Pork by-products bought in the UK - rendered n/a 99% 100% 96% 55% 8%
     % of Poultry by-products bought in the UK - fresh 53% 53% 42% 58% 67% 57%
     % of Poultry by-products bought in the UK - rendered n/a 34% 56% 57% 94% 46%
     % of Other by-products bought in the UK - fresh 41% 39% 37% 52% 59% 61%
     % of Other by-products bought in the UK - rendered n/a 99% 62% 100% 73% 18%
% Fish (meal) products bought in the UK 56% 34% 20% 19% 70% 63%
% Fish (oil) products bought in the UK 81% 22% 26% 33% 37% 31%
% Fish (meat) products bought in the UK 96% 24% 31% 46% 79% 32%
% of Cereal-based products bought in the UK 49% 43% 56% 60% 66% 50%
% of Seed products bought in the UK 60% 32% 27% 37% 30% 33%
% of Insect Protein products bought in the UK n/a 0% 64% 0% 0% 0%
% of Animal fats products bought in the UK n/a n/a n/a n/a 95% 41%
% of Other products bought in the UK 54% 62% 70% 52% 52% 19%

Source of 
ingredients

• The sourcing of ingredients shows variation between years however in most years the majority of 
ABPs are sourced in the UK, recently Fish Meal is mainly sourced in the UK

• Fish Oils much less likely to be UK sourced with the proportion originating in the UK being 22-37% 
(2018 appears to be an outlier)

• Fish Meat shows wide variations from one year to the next

Fish Ingredients – Source 2018-2023



Fish Ingredients compared to other ingredients



Our mission is to advance pet health and well-being 
with quality nutrition from a sustainable, progressive pet 

food industry.

UK Pet Food’s Sustainability Priorities:





• Food sector emissions by supply chain



• WE FOCUSED ON SEVEN COMMON PLANT AND ANIMAL INGREDIENTS. The ingredients constitute 
81% of ingredients of cat and dog food sold in the UK and includes the different parts of the 
animal used (muscle, offal, rendered meat etc). 
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