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Presentation 

Sampling – how can we improve
• Species misreporting

Stock assessment
• Baltic sprat
• Bothnia Sea, Central and GoF herring

Management challenges 
• Brexit, blue witting 



„Sprat, for example, is a species protected by a quota, but in samples from one EU state, sprat 
was underreported by 78%, while hauls of non-quota species were overreported by 819%, 
according to the audit, which is mentioned in the EU papers. The average underreporting of 
herring and sprat in another state were 36% and 63% respectively.”

Misraportering



Management – Denmark changes sampling design

Denmark received in January 2019 from the EU commission

SUPPLEMENTARY OPENING MEMORANDUM

nr. 2014/2137  

On the obligation concerning Council regulation (EF) nr. 1224/2009 and 
the Commissions implementing regulation  (EU) nr. 404/2011 about a 
precise registration and reporting of all amount of fish, caught or 
obtained on board in the Danish industrial fishery.



In the Danish regulation

Speices Area Sample numbers <25 tons Sample numbers between 25 
and 200 tons

Sample numbers > 200 tons

Sand ell (SAN) Nor Sea 3 3
+ 1 per. 50 tons

6
+ 1 per 250 tons

Sprat (SPR) 3A 5 10 21
Sprat (SPR) North Sea 5 10 24
Sprat  (SPR) Baltic 5 10 15
N. Pout (NOP) Alle 5 10 24
Blue W. (BLH) All 3 4 4 + 1 per. 250 tons

Boar Fish (BOR) All 3 3
 + 1 per. 50 tons

6 
+ 1 per. 250 tons



Species ID curses / more cooperation





Baltic Sprat - assessment

Catch in 2023 = 265 000 t

Since 2018 the catches has been above the advice



Spawning stock biomass  is above reference points

ICES advice
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Recruitment in  2021-2024 are very lowICES advice catches up to 
ca. 165 000 t (- 33%)



• Quota utilization >100%

• Largest fishing nations  Russia (25%), Poland (20%), 
Sweden (17%), Finland (14%)
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Catch herring
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Survey herring

Survey index fit 2024
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ICES advice

Spawning stock biomass is below Btrigger in 2023

ICES advices a catch of max. ca. 
125 000 t (+86% compared to last 
years TAC, Russia + EU)



Gulf of Bothnia Bay 30-31

Discussions within the WG in 
ICES if reference point (Fmsy) 
has been to high

SSB is = Btrigger,
 even though fishing mortality (F) 
<<Fmsy= 0.271

Still waiting for advice



0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

19
92

19
94

19
96

19
98

20
00

20
02

20
04

20
06

20
08

20
10

20
12

20
14

20
16

20
18

20
20

20
22

Th
o

u
sa

n
d

 t
o

n
n

e
s

SD 28.1 SD 28.2 ICES advice % GoRH in SD 28.2

Total landings of Gulf of Riga herring, thousand tons

GoR herring 



GoR herring 

ICES advices a catch of max. ca. 39 000 t 
(+3% compared to last years TAC)



Managment challenges

When countries combined takes more than the advice

 

23% above



Who has the right to the fish

kittiwake

Foto: Susan Davis



Puffin Shag Blacklegged kittiwake

Guillemot Razorbill

Minke whale and seabirds: Evans, P.G.H., Carrington, C.A., 
and Waggitt, J.J. (2021) Risk Mapping of Bycatch of 
Protected Species in Fishing Activities. Sea Watch 
Foundation & Bangor University, UK. European Commission 
Contract No. 09029901/2021/844548/ENV.D.3. 212 pages.



Thank you for the attention
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