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Baltic Sea Advisory Council (BSAC)

• Established in 2006

• Co-funded by the EU and by members of the organization, 
including the member states

• members from all  EU member states around the Baltic Sea:
• Sector representatives (big and small fleets)
• Other organisations (environmental groups, and recreational 

fisheries)

Advisory councils are inclusive organisations 
associating the interest groups



The Baltic Sea
• Unique geography

• Facing challenges

Pictures: HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan 2021 update, European Environment Agency (EEA)



Role of the BSAC

Bottom up approach & diverse membership 
seeking consensual positions

60%

40%

Composition of the 
Executive Committee

Fishing industry

Other interest groups

• to suggest regulatory changes of 
management and socio-economic aspects 
and conversation aspects of fisheries

• also a platform for discussion

• to advice the European Commission and Member 
States on fishing opportunities allocation



BSAC working groups

• Cod related issues 

• Gear development and technical 
measures regulation

• Species interactions 

Demersal Working Group

Ecosystem Based Management Working Group

Pelagic Working Group
• Sprat, herring

• Stickleback trial fisheries

• The Marine Strategy Framework Directive 

• Integrated sea use management/maritime 
spatial planning: offshore windfarms

• Future multiannual plan for salmon

• Eel

• Management and control of recreational 
fisheries 



BSAC cooperation

• BALTFISH

• HELCOM

• ICES

• European Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA)

• Scientific Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries (STECF)



BSAC and EFFOP

• EFFOP membership

• May 2024: EFFOP appointed as the BSAC Executive Committee member

• What next?

I look forward to broadening the scope of BSAC's interests 

and its specialist advice made available to policymakers and the public, 

and to adding EFFOP's voice to the dialogue within BSAC



Thank you for your
attention!

Look forward to the
EFFOP involvement at
the BSAC ExCom and
the Working Groups…

http://www.bsac.dk/

bsac@bsac.dk

http://www.bsac.dk/
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